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Wastewater Slug Discharge Prevention
and Emergency Notification

All campus hazardous chemical users, including faculty, visiting scholars, staff, and
students, are required to receive training in the East Bay Municipal Utility District
(EBMUD) Slug Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan (SDPC Plan). Training must
be documented. This Fact Sheet is designed to help Principal Investigators (PIs) and
supervisors fulfill their responsibilities to train their staff on the SDPC Plan.

In 1999, EBMUD added a new condition to the UC Berkeley Wastewater Discharge Permit.
It required the campus to maintain and implement an SDPC Plan to eliminate or minimize
the potential for a slug discharge of any pollutant that could interfere with the EBMUD
Wastewater Treatment Plant. This is a requirement of all pollutant sources in the EBMUD
service area. Potential pollutant sources include laboratories, photo-processing operations,
construction sites, physical plant operations, and food processing venues.

What is a Slug Discharge?
A slug discharge is any discharge to the sanitary sewer of a non-routine, episodic nature,
including but not limited to an accidental spill or a non-customary batch discharge of:

e any hazardous waste,

e a substance that exceeds EBMUD Ordinance 311 limitations, or

e asubstance thatis prohibited by the Interim Guidelines for Drain Disposal of Chemicals
in UC Berkeley Academic Research and Teaching Laboratories. (To obtain a copy, print
one from the EH&S web-site: www.ehs.berkeley.edu or call EH&S at 642-3073.)

Why Are Slug Discharges a Problem?

The EBMUD Wastewater Treatment Plant treats conventional pollutants, such as total
suspended solids or those that deplete the oxygen content of the water. Campus discharge
limits are set to prevent damage to the sewage treatment process and to prevent toxic
chemicals from passing through the plant into San Francisco Bay or into the residual sludge.
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